Week 11

Charismatic Leadership
On page 333 of the assigned text it talks about the "dark side" of charisma.  This is your chance to play Frankenstein. Rather than have you create a monster, I would like you to UN-CREATE one.  Using the material in the lecture and in your textbook, I would like you to now recreate a charismatic leader.  Here is how you go about it:

1. Divide into groups 2 or 3.  Select a charismatic leader who is on the "dark side."  It can be one from your text or one our discussion.  It can also be one you choose yourself.  In fact, it can even be a fictional character.  The only requirement is that the leader be charismatic (as defined in your text and the discussion), and "evil" (as defined by YOU).  This is your chance to pounce.  If you think that Jerry Falwell, President Bush, or Bill Clinton are evil, go ahead and use one of them.  I am not going to judge your value system or beliefs.  I only want to see your understanding of what makes a charismatic leader.

2. Based on the readings and your own evaluation, tell my why your choice is a charismatic leader.

3. Now, I would like you to rebuild your charismatic leader.  Determine what traits, behaviors or beliefs make your evil leader evil, and modify those traits in such a way that your character will be good.  It might just be one thing, but it is probably several things.  Also, please don't change characteristics that would be necessary in a GOOD charismatic leader.  Only change the evil things.

After you have had a chance to discuss this, I would like you to make a brief presentation to the class of your results.

