Unit 6 Assignment 

Death of Jessica
Supplement
Facts about the case:  

Media:
The family turned down local media coverage because national media had given them a "better offer."

ABC put a camera team on the plane

The press tried to arrange for Pres. Clinton to fly on the Washington leg of the flight.

The flight trainer hurried the takeoff because of a scheduled appearance on a televised talk show.

During the examination of the body, several slips of paper were found in Jessica=s fathers=s shirt pocket with appointments for interviews with news groups

It was reported that the family was "flabbergasted" at the level of media coverage.

The Guinness Book of Records had eliminated the record for flying by children 7 years earlier. Although the media talked of this record, they knew it as not possible for Jessica to set any record.

T-Shirts with the logo "From Sea to Shining Sea" were strewn at the crash site.  The weight of these shirt was roughly equivalent to the 96 pounds the plane was overweight.

The press had scheduled "meet the pilot" events at each stop along the schedule.

Weather and environmental factors
Rain reduced the "lift" of the airplane by 1.5%.  The 6,000-foot altitude at Laramie decreased the power of the engine by 2%.  

Wind shear contributed significantly to the accident.  The pilot turned quickly to avoid the incoming storm, and as a result, the engine stalled

The crew made a decision to take off quickly in order to beat the incoming storm.  Bad weather was moving in from the West.

Other pilots had reported by radio, a few minutes before takeoff, that the weather was a problem.  

As the plane pulled away from the terminal, the tarmac was dryBa photo showed a shadow that had been cast by the plane on dry pavement.

Cessna Corporation and the airplane
This aircraft is susceptible to carburetor icing.

The plane was manufactured in 1975, and was 20 years old at the time of the accident.  

Pedal extensions and raised seat cushions had been installed to allow Jessica to reach the controls

Jessica=s mother blamed the crash on "mechanical failure."  

There is a complicated requirement to reduce the "richness" of the mixture in the fuel supply for airports at altitudes over 3,000 feet.  The after-crash analysis revealed that the mixture was not properly adjusted for takeoff.

The manual for the plane warned that the plane is, "not designed for flight in extreme conditions."

Since this airplane was introduced, there have been 60 people killed, in 27 crashes.  


The FAA and the Tower
The rules allowed 7-year old Jessica to fly the plane (use the controls) with an authorized pilot on board.  Legislation was introduced after the crash to force FAA to change this.

The tower allowed the flight to take off, even though they observed the following:

A. The pilot started the engine before the blocks had been removed from the wheels.  This is a violation of protocol.

B.  The pilot had the wrong radio frequency, and claimed to not have the right frequency available in the plane.  This was incorrect.

C.  The pilot was unaware of acronyms used by the tower.

D.  The pilot went to the wrong runway.

E.  The pilot started his approach without tower clearance.

FAA authorities were aware that the instructor had not had sufficient rest, as required by law, but allowed the takeoff.

The tower was aware of the deteriorating weather situation.  

FAA rules allow the pilot to exercise personal judgment, and overrule the tower on key safety issues.

Jessica, the child
Jessica was a precocious child and wanted to make the flight.  It was her idea.

A psychologist noted that a child=s natural reaction is "no fear."    

Jessica held no license to fly, but had substantial flying time.  She had documented 40 hours at the control of an airplane--the same amount of time required to get a license.

The autopsy indicated that Jessica was at the controls of the plane at the time of the crash.

Jessica thought it was "cool" to fly.

The Parents
The family had serious financial problems, including welfare, and even homelessness.  They saw this flight as a source of income.  Even though they had financial problems, they paid for flying lessons.  Jessica=s flying lessons cost $50.00 per hour.

The father, who was killed in the accident, was planning to write a book.  The mother was planning to write a book on parenting.  

The parents planned, approved and organized this flight.

