Who is to Blame?
On April 11, 1996, just after 8:00 a.m., 7-year old Jessica Dubroff, her father Lloyd Dubroff and flight instructor Joe Reid took off from the Cheyenne, Wyoming airport in a Cessna 177B single-engine aircraft.   The flight was billed in the media as an attempt of the youngest pilot to fly coast-to-coast.  Jessica was seated in the pilot's seat, which had been modified to allow her to reach the controls.  The foot pedals had even been fitted with special extensions so that she would be able to manipulate the rudder.  At that time, FAA rules did not preclude those under 16 from flying a plane, if accompanied by a flight instructor (note:  federal legislation was introduced in the House of Representatives on July 17, 1996 [HR 3267] to require the FAA not license pilots under 16—3 months after this event). 

At the time of take off, it was raining heavily with more bad weather rapidly moving in.  Nevertheless, the flight instructor decided to take off because the media was present filming the event and Jessica was scheduled to appear on a major talk show at the end of the flight.  Air traffic control cleared the flight for takeoff, but warned the flight instructor about wind shear that had been reported by a pilot who had taken off a few minutes earlier.  Air traffic control also was aware that the plane was loaded 89 pounds beyond the 2,500-pound capacity recommended by Cessna.

The plane was built in 1977 and had logged 1,885 flight hours.  It had received full service at 1800 hours.  Experts agree the plane did not have the technical ability to climb well in bad weather at the altitude of Cheyenne, Wyoming, and would stall at low speeds.  Only an expert pilot would be able to execute such a take-off in this model of plane, overloaded and in heavy rain.

Upon takeoff, the pilot-- Jessica-- turned sharply to the right, in an apparent attempt to avoid the incoming thunderstorm.  Film crews were present from the national news affiliates to report on the take-off.  The film shows the plane seemed to be climbing very slowly, and after about 900 feet, it stalled, tipped nose-down and crashed into a residential area.  The impact killed Jessica and her two passengers.

Question: Who was responsible for this accident, and the deaths of three people?*
1.  Jessica

2.  Jessica's parents

3.  Joe Reid, the flight instructor

4.  The FAA and Air Traffic Control, Cheyenne

5.  Cessna

6.  The media

You can only pick one, even though some or all may have had responsibility.  You must designate the individual or group you consider to have had primary responsibility.

* Please note that the attached document has some additional facts about the case.
