The Eccentric Professor
In a large university, a professor has become known as an exceptional intellect, a person who posses unfathomable powers of insight and perspective.  As a result of this perception, his colleagues and students often defer to his judgment and look to him to provide solutions to complex problems.  In time, he has come to hold the most powerful position in the college, choosing when he will teach and to whom.

The professor, Harold, is a prolific researcher and a talented teacher.  He holds several advanced degrees form Ivy League universities and is a member of a wealthy and politically influential family.  Perhaps his most singular trait is that he is fond of the unusual, the offbeat or the uncommon.  He surrounds himself with objects and fashions from another era, often wearing knickers, bow ties, and driving caps.  He makes it clear to anyone who inquires that he likes books and cars more than people.  Because of his tastes, he keeps to himself, shunning parties and all social gatherings.  He maintains this interpersonal distance in his classes as well.  He uses seat assignments, a question period, and forbids the wearing of hats or shorts in his class.  He never uses first names, referring to students and Mr. and Miss instead.  The first words of each of his lectures are delivered as he crosses the threshold into the class room, and he concludes precisely as the hour is ending.  His final sentence is often punctuate by the bell.

Not many months after his arrival on campus, he was asked to address the faculty as part of the college’s colloquium series.  His lecture, on thinking and learning, incorporated NFL training camp films and analogies from the history of the stock market.  

In every conversation, from the important to the mundane, colleagues and students have heard Harold approach ideas and problems in unusual ways.  Whereas he was first ridiculed and avoided, he soon became an enigma to understand and the stories began.  

After receiving a national award for one of his essays, he chose not to attend the award ceremony, claiming the he would not fly or take a train.  He finally agreed and spent a week riding a bus to and from the ceremony.  Rumors spread that he has made a million dollars in the stock market and that he owns dozens of cats.  

As the years have rolled on, the stories have grown and the mystery and power deepened.  His image as an eccentric intellectual capable of performing extraordinary feats has been perpetuated by attributions made by both students and professor caught in the mystery of the man.

In this way, Harold managed to gain considerable influence in his working environment, though truth, he was more similar to his colleagues than dissimilar.

Questions:


What gives Harold power in the university?

How is he able to use this power to his advantage?

Why does this power help him get what he wants?
