Projects and Human Participants

In this class you will be asked to do some activities which require you to ask people to participate with you.  This may be something as simple as filling out a questionnaire, or answering some questions.  As you work with human participants, please be mindful of your ethical responsibility.  

We are not doing any kind of scientific study, or controlled experimentation.  Our need to involve other people is purely to enhance your education, and the data you gather will not be used for any ongoing university research.  Because this is just "practice" we are not particularly interested in any rigorous data collection models, sample size, or data contamination.  Our interest is in the methods, not the results.  The projects we do should just be fun.  

Remember, that when dealing with other human beings in research projects, those helping you are not "subjects," but "participants."  This may be a simple distinction, but it is an important one.  It is essential that we don't depersonalize the relationship we have with those that have the ability to help us.  If someone does not want to participate, that is fine.  If your friends and associates would like to help you by participating in your activity, that is great too.  No pressure.  If anyone feels that filling out a questionnaire is too intrusive, that is okay.  Just move on to another person.  

We won't be collecting any demographic information, nor will you be providing any raw data to me or any of your classmates that identifies the participant.  If anything you collect does identify a person, you should destroy it after the project is complete.  Also, be completely open with those you contact about what you are doing and why.  Handled properly, your participants can enjoy the exercises as much as you will, and gain some insights themselves.


